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You have taken in your hands the FEBS Letters Special Issue ded-
icated to the 38th Congress of the Federation of European Bio-
chemical Societies (FEBS), which is held in St. Petersburg, Russia,
this summer.
The decision to host the 2013 Congress in St. Petersburg was re-
ceived with tremendous enthusiasm by the Russian scientiﬁc com-
munity and has drawn wide applause from the international
community. The International Advisory Board, with Nobel Laureate
Prof. Richard Roberts (USA) as Head, Prof. Michael Blackburn (UK)
as Secretary, and with the representatives of the host Society Prof.
Sergey N. Kochetkov, Chairman of the Program committee, Dr. Vera
D. Knorre, Scientiﬁc Secretary of the Congress, Marina Tretyak, Sec-
retary of the Program committee, and Alla Rogalskaya, Congress
Communications Manager, has made an invaluable contribution
to its preparation. The president of the current 38th Congress, Prof.
Vladimir P. Skulachev, took responsibility for the Congress organi-
zation in collaboration with the Russian Academy of Sciences, Rus-
sian Ministry of Education and Sciences as well as the National
Committee of Biochemists and Molecular Biologists of the Russian
Academy of Sciences under patronage of the Russian Government.
A congress of such status in the ﬁeld of Life Science was held
only once before in Russia, in Moscow in 1984, and it was headed
by Yury A. Ovchinnikov, Vice President of the USSR Academy of
Sciences.
The Congress theme ‘‘Mechanisms in Biology’’ includes a broad
range of topics that will be discussed in 37 symposia comprising
the most recent and interesting aspects of today’s biochemistry
and cell biology. Most of these topics are reﬂected by the present
Special Issue in the form of reviews dealing with the state of the
art and contributed by Congress speakers. Speciﬁcally, the topics
cover Organization of Eukaryotic Genomes, RNA Biology, Biocatal-
ysis, Protein Structure and Folding, Protein Dynamics, Transport
Processes, Stress Response, Mitochondria, G Protein Signaling, Neu-
rodegeneration, Biochemistry of Vision, Stem Cells, B Cells and
Inﬂammation, and Plant Biochemistry. With this broad array of0014-5793/$36.00  2013 Federation of European Biochemical Societies. Published by E
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of the latest biochemical and cell biological research and enables
the critical reader to attend the Congress without being in St.
Petersburg.
Those who will be present at the Congress will have the oppor-
tunity to listen to the latest progress made by speakers from Eur-
ope, the U.S., Japan and other countries, with up to eleven Nobel
Laureates delivering plenary lectures. The Congress program also
includes a number of symposia dedicated to the memories of out-
standing scientists. A symposium is dedicated to the memory of
the prominent contemporary scientist Professor Marianne Grun-
berg-Manago (the former President of the French Academy of Sci-
ences, a foreign member of the Russian Academy of Sciences) and
another to the memory of the famous Russian biochemist Alexan-
der Evseevich Braunstein. A special lecture by Jean-Marie Lehn, No-
bel Laureate, will be dedicated to the memory of the Academic Yuri
Anatolievich Ovchinnikov. Nobel Laureate Aaron Ciechanver will
dedicate his EMBO lecture to the memory of the famous Biochem-
ist of the XXth Century Vladimir Engelhardt. The Theodor Bucher
lecture will be delivered by Nobel Laureate Kurt Wuthrich, the
Prakash Datta Lecture will be presented by Nobel Laureate Roger
Kornberg and the Hans Krebs lecture will be delivered by Nobel
Laureate Richard Roberts.
St. Petersburg, characterized by its unique scientiﬁc and
humanistic atmosphere, is one of the most beautiful cities in Eur-
ope with rich cultural traditions. The participants of the 38th FEBS
Congress will have the opportunity to visit the Hermitage museum,
as well as numerous other famous landmarks in St. Petersburg and
its suburbs, and to enjoy a classical ballet program.
We hope you share our enthusiasm for this event, and that you
will enjoy this FEBS Letters Special Issue.
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